
 

 

Home Matters to Pocatello’s Central Neighborhoods 

By Mark Dahlquist 

 

For 20 years, Pocatello Neighborhood Housing Services has been revitalizing the city’s central 

neighborhoods, knitting them together by building “in-fill” homes that replace vacant lots or run-

down properties and add new life to those communities. We’ve built more than 110 homes in 

that time, and each one underscores that home matters to communities as well as individual 

residents. That’s an important lesson that underpins our work and has also led to a new national 

movement called Home Matters™, which our organization has helped launch.  

 

Here in the city, we see first-hand the impact that every in-fill home has on its neighborhood. 

Our homes address the needs of families living on incomes of no more than 80% of the median, 

and they offer to those families an attractive setting in which to live and to the neighborhoods a 

higher quality of social engagement.  

 

For the residents, each home typically provides 950 square feet of living space and a 950-square-

foot unfinished basement. The basement offers the potential for expansion and the stability that 

comes from the capacity to meet long-term needs. 

 

For the neighborhood, each home removes a vacant or unsightly property – and the problems 

associated with it – and fills that gap with people who bring new vitality, concern and 

commitment to the area. Not incidentally, our homes typically have a front porch facing the 

street, adding charm while encouraging the social interaction that makes a neighborhood strong. 

That interaction includes watching the street and what goes on, greeting neighbors as they go 

about their lives, and making it easy to stop by and share a concern. 

 

That’s why, to commemorate our 20
th

 anniversary, we’re working with the City of Pocatello to 

build another symbol of community – a 700-square-foot covered pavilion in the southwest corner 

of Caldwell Park in one of our targeted central neighborhoods. The pavilion will provide a much-

needed place for community members to gather and hold events. It will add, just as the front 

porches do, a physical attribute that both conveys and enhances community. Its triangular shape 

– with three pillars supporting the roof – will add another element of community reflection. 

 

The pillars represent three core elements of our community that have historically been crucial to 

the work of Pocatello Neighborhood Housing Services: residents, business, and government. The 

pavilion has been designed by Garry Ratzlaff, with much technical assistance coming from 

Booth Architecture, and a subcommittee of our organization to blend into the park and the 

surrounding neighborhood. The pillars, for example, will be made of material that closely 

resembles the color of the bricks at the nearby Presbyterian Church and LDS Church.  

 

The design will allow for multiple uses, such as barbeques, family reunions, concerts, and 

neighborhood picnics. The pavilion will be equipped with power outlets, lighting and water, 

making it both a beautiful and efficient structure that adds to the aesthetics of the area. 

 



The recognition that home matters to communities – and to their attributes, like the pavilion – is 

at the heart of the new movement Home Matters. That’s why I was so pleased that Pocatello 

Neighborhood Housing Services could be in the forefront of launching the movement, which 

aims to unite America around the essential role that Home plays as the bedrock for thriving lives, 

communities, and a stronger nation. 

 

Participating in the launch of Home Matters (www.HomeMattersAmerica.com), which took 

place in March in Washington, DC, were leaders of nearly 200 housing and community 

development organizations from across the nation, as well as U.S. Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development Shaun Donovan and a bipartisan group of Members of Congress. The 

launch was spearheaded by the National NeighborWorks
®
 Association – on whose Board of 

Directors I sit – with crucial support from Citi Community Development and Wells Fargo. The 

participating Members of Congress represented a broad political spectrum and demonstrated that 

home matters regardless of your political beliefs.  

 

Home matters to Pocatello’s central neighborhoods, just as it does to neighborhoods across the 

nation. A kick-off event and free breakfast at Caldwell Park will take place on Saturday, May 18, 

from 9:00 to 11:00 am, where residents will get a first-hand look at the plans for the pavilion, 

which will cost $70,000 to build. Commitments for half that amount are already in hand. The 

other half will be raised, if we remember two things: first, that amenities like the pavilion are a 

reflection of the fact that home matters, collecting the power of individual homes and 

redistributing it for all to see; and, second, that the power of home is the core element of 

community revitalization. How we harness and reflect that power is the key to the future 

revitalization of Pocatello’s central neighborhoods. 

 

The author is Executive Director of Pocatello Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. 

http://www.homemattersamerica.com/

